CARL SCHURZ'S POLITICAL CAREER

from positive suggestions. The matter was distinctively one
for adjustment within the Democratic party lines. Criticism
of the names proposed was, however, pre-eminently the privi-
lege of Cleveland's Independent supporters. To Mr. Schurz
the choice of Bayard, Lamar and Garland was especially agree-
able; and Bayard's reluctance, on account of his modest private
fortune, to become Secretary of State, evoked earnest en-
treaties that he should make the sacrifice required for the pub-
lic good. The one name on Cleveland's tentative list that caused
genuine panic among the Independents was that of William
C. Whitney of New York. Cleveland's original purpose was
to make him Secretary of the Treasury; but partly through
the strong opposition stimulated by the Independents and
partly through Whitney's distrust of his own fitness for that
office, this plan was given up and he was assigned to the Navy
Department. Daniel Manning was selected for the more im-
portant Treasury Department, though his appointment gave
but little comfort to the Independents. To Cleveland Schurz
wrote, after a conference on the subject: "While the three
Southern men named [Bayard, Lamar, Garland] are all
United States Senators of renown and experience, the
Northern men [Manning, Endicott, Vilas] are all new men
without experience and established standing in public affairs."
In a letter of March 2d to Lamar, Mr. Schurz expressed his
dissatisfaction without reserve. The selection of Manning he
declared to be a terrible load for the Independents to carry,
because Manning was without standing in national affairs and
had the reputation of a mere machine politician. Whitney
would complete the discrediting of the administration with
those who were expecting an era of reform and of high-minded
government. Schurz was not personally acquainted with Whit-
ney and admitted that lie might be honest and clever; but foundses
